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The Cleveland Museum of Art Announces Stellar 
Line up for its 2003-04 VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts 


“An excellent series that consistently presents outstanding programs.” — The Plain Dealer 


CLEVELAND (July 17, 2003) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) celebrates the fifth anniversary of its 
acclaimed VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts with a mesmerizing line up of eight international ensembles and 
performers. The season ranges from the sacred ritual of the celebrated Whirling Dervishes of Turkey, one of the 
world’s most beautiful spiritual ceremonies, to the bawdiness of Berlin Cabaret songs as performed by the 
ravishing German chanteuse Ute Lemper. 

All concerts will take place Fridays at 7:30 p.m. in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. 

The subscription series kicks off Oct. 3, 2003 with one of the world’s leading Latin American singers, 
Mercedes Sosa, and features ensembles from Angola, Argentina, Germany, India, Turkey and Spain. Subscribers 
save up to 30% and receive guaranteed seating to all shows. 

“This year the Museum will be host to a truly luminary roster of performing artists,” notes Massoud 
Saidpour, artistic director of performing arts and film for the Museum. “These remarkable artists create a 
spellbinding season of wide-ranging styles from the sacred to the sensual and from the illuminating to the hilarious. 


The 2003-04 VIVA! concert series promises to be one of our most memorable ones.” 


The 2003-04 VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts performers include: 


Mercedes Sosa: 
The Voice of Latin America 
Friday, October 3, 7:30 p.m. 


Mercedes Sosa, one of the world's great voices and most thrilling and charismatic performers, makes her Ohio 
debut for one night only. Known worldwide as The Voice of Latin America, Ms. Sosa has inspired millions of 
listeners, and is considered the greatest popular artist of her native Argentina. 


Shobana: 
The Sensuous Dances of India 
Friday, November 21, 7:30 p.m. 


The ravishing Indian film star, dancer/choreographer, Shobana, and her ensemble of six female dancers and four 


musicians heat up the Gartner stage with an evening of sensuous Indian dances. She has twice been awarded the 
National Film Award for her acting, and the highest dance awards for her dancing. 


(more) 
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The Whirling Dervishes of Turkey 

With Vocalist Kani Karaca 

Friday, December 5, 7:30 p.m. (Cleveland debut) For 750 years the Whirling Dervishes of Turkey have performed 
one of the world's most beautiful spiritual ceremonies:, the sama. Sama is a precise choreography, a meditation in 
action, and a radiant quest for divine illumination. The legendary vocalist Kani Karaca sings the praises of divine 
love in sublime, deep tones to the music of the Istanbul Ensemble and the whirling of the dervishes. 


Flamenco Festival: 
An Evening with Spain’s Finest 
Friday, January 30, 7:30 p.m. (Ohio debut) 


Flamenco dancing is a model of balance between graceful sensuality and burning passion, and between precise 
choreography and lively spontaneity. Its singing is a perfect combination of sweetness, searing passion, and vast 
range. Add to that the exquisite guitar arrangements and palmas (clapping) these flamenco artists set the stage 
ablaze! 


Flamenco Festival: 
Jose Merce 
Friday, February 6, 7:30 p.m. (Ohio debut) 


Among flamenco’s stars few generate excitement like the brilliant José Merce. At age 45, his fame and recognition 
are fully deserved. His limitless talents have earned him the highest awards of his native Spain, and his recordings 
with Virgin Records have surpassed the double platinum status, making him the most successful flamenco singer 
of his generation. With Moraito, one of Spain’s greatest guitarists, and his four member ensemble, this will be the 
finest flamenco you'll hear in a long time. 


Ute Lemper: 
Berlin Cabaret Songs and Beyond 
Friday, March 19, 7:30 p.m. (Ohio debut) 


Best known for her starring roles in the Broadway and West End productions of Chicago and Cabaret, the 
exquisite German-born chanteuse, Ute Lemper, has been universally praised for her interpretations of Berlin 
cabaret songs, the works of Kurt Weill, and the songs of Edith Piaf and Marlene Dietrich. Her remarkable talents, 
which know no bounds has won her the highest acting awards from the British and French stage and accolades 
from critics all over the world. 


Bonga Sings Semba: 
The Music of Angola 
Friday, April 2, 7:30 p.m. (Ohio debut) 


Bonga’s main musical style, the engaging semba, is a cross between Portuguese and Brazilian melodies and rich 
African rhythms. A superstar in Africa and Europe, Bonga is a major figure in Angolan music known for his 
distinctive husky vocals. The Ohio debut of Bonga celebrates the re-opening of the museum's African Gallery. 


Zakir Hussain: 
Masters of Indian Music 
Friday, May 7, 7:30 p.m. 


The Grammy Award winner Zakir Hussain is considered one of the greatest musicians of his time. His genius has 
been sought out not only by the finest musicians and dancers of his native India, but by Western musicians such as 
John McLaughlin, the Greatful Dead, Philip Glass, and Van Morrison, to name but a few. Zakir’s music for the 
opening of the 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta introduced him to millions of television viewers all over the 
world. 


(more) 
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Subscriptions Available Now 

VIVA! Festival subscriptions to all eight concerts, or for either of two four-concert packages, are now available. 
Subscribers receive guaranteed seating priority for these performances and savings up to 30% off the full ticket 
price. Eight concert subscription prices for museum members are $172 and $154 ($186 and $166 for non- 
members). Two four concert packages are available for $105 (A seats) and $93 (B seats). CMA members receive 


additional discounts for the eight-concert package. The two four-concert packages are as follows: 


Plan #2 Plan #3 

Shobana Mercedes Sosa 

The Whirling Dervishes of Turkey Flamenco Festival: An Evening with Spain’s Finest 
Flamenco Festival: Jose Merce Ute Lemper 

Zakir Hussain Bonga 


Single tickets, ranging from $35 to $21, will go on sale to the public after Sept. 9, 2003. Tickets may be 
ordered by calling 1-888-CMA-0033 or purchased online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 





The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute for Museum and 
Library Services. Promotional support for VIVA! is provided by WNWV The Wave 107.3. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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